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Response Paper on B13 Ultimatum Movie: Racism and Discrimination
B13, also known as District 13 Ultimatum is an action movie full of stunts and tricks especially from the two main characters, Damian and Leito. However, the movie has, within it, heavy themes of racism and discrimination which is, to a large extent, directed towards District 13 and the people living in it. From the beginning of the movie and the better part of it, it is clear that District 13 is a headache for the government. Even though that is the case, the president has a soft heart towards the people of District 13 and is apparently unwilling to buy the idea held by the General of the secret service as well as the leader of the Department of Internal State Security (DISS), Mr. Gazman, who think that the only way to solve the problem of District 13 is to destroy the buildings in it by dropping a missile and thereafter, rebuilding the area for a new change (Alessandrin, 2009). For the president, he thinks that by the government giving the people of District 13 time and slowly introducing the laws that bring peace and order, District 13 can show tremendous improvement. This explains why the police send in Damien as an undercover police officer to uncover drug deals from B13 to other parts of the city. However, one thing that is clear in the movie is that the District is experiencing discrimination as well as racism.
First, there is a difference in the way the police in this movie handle people in district 13 and those outside District 13. People in B13 are regarded as criminals and low social status who do not need to be listened to. From the movie, the police are always engaging in running battles within the District 13. There is no single occasion in the movie where the police showed concern for anyone from District 13. A good example is how the police chase after the boys who filmed the DISS agents killing the police and how they mercilessly shoot at the two guards at Leito’s gate in District 13. The police show absolutely no love or mercy or even concern for the people of B13. This is completely different from what is happens in other areas outside District 13. For example, the girl who was listening to music in her father's car engages in rude conversation with the police officer on duty, who was doing the routine checkup of the area at night. Despite the rudeness of the girl, the police officers do not harass them in any way (Alessandrin, 2009). They talk to them in a good way and ask them if they have a driving license. It comes out that the girl sitting behind the wheel does not have a driving license and even though that is the case, one of the agents of the Department of Internal State Security (DISS), allows them to get away unpunished (Alessandrin, 2009). This shows that there is bias in the way people in district 13 are being treated by the police as compared to the way the same police are treating people outside District 13.
Another clear evidence of racism directed towards the people of B13 is the case of a black man young man who had been put in a police cell. After the video showing people of District 13 shooting at a police car, one policeman in the police station angrily releases a black young man out of the cell but once out of the cell, the policeman pulls out his gun and shoots at him killing him on the spot (Alessandrin, 2009). This is an act of racial discrimination because black people are being killed aimlessly and no one seems to be picking up an issue with that. One of the gang leaders in District 13 also narrates to Leito on how staying in B13 has helped him to avoid the mistreatment from the police. The utterances of this gang leader are a clear indication that there is racial discrimination in the movie. The racial discrimination is mainly being directed at people with dark skin, especially by the police.
The difference in the look of District 13 compared to other parts of the city is a clear indication that this district has been left and forgotten by the government. The infrastructural differences in B13 compared to other parts of the city communicates a lot about the government in the Movie B13 Ultimatum. The buildings in District 13 look dirty. The community there lives in disorder and all they care about are illegalities such as selling and producing cocaine and also carrying guns and smuggling them. In District 13, there seems to be no order (Alessandrin, 2009). The District has five gangs who deal with different things. A lot of people have firearms and they don't get along well with the police. This has led the District to be hated by many people, especially those in the security department. It is absurd to see people like the General showing clearly that they are tired of District 13 and the only aim is to destroy it and rebuild it for the middle-class people. Looking at the disorder found in District 13 and the way no one is making any effort to improve it and comparing that situation with the peace, order and smooth businesses in other parts of outside District 13, it is clear that District that has been discriminated by the government. The government is not enforcing the law in the area. It is not even butting up fundamental infrastructures such as schools and hospital to improve the lives of the people. This is a biased treatment of the people in that area, a clear sign of discrimination of the people in District 13.
In conclusion, Discrimination and racial prejudice are evident in the B13 Ultimatum movie. However, it was surprising at the end how the very District that was thought to have only criminals and bad people saved the president from the hands of the corrupt Mr. Gazman who had taken money from a French company to see to it that District 13 was destroyed (Alessandrin, 2009). It is a big lesson to people in power that even though occupants of a particular area I the country might seem like bad people and lawbreakers, they also have unions and families that unite them and such people can as well unite to do good in the society. Therefore, it is not in order to mistreat or discriminate them because of their race or their social statuses. The people of District 13 were neglected and discriminated against and some of them experienced racism, but they saved the country from a looming civil war and restored peace and understanding. That is a lesson for leaders. 
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